
 q feature: MIDSUMMA PAGEANTRY
Celebrating diversity, acceptance, and equality that promotes awareness for the Trans and LGBTQI+ community as a 
whole. The Miss Gay & Miss Transsexual Australia International beauty pageant is celebrating its 11th year anniversary 
with the theme, “Saving our Planet Earth”. With the ongoing bushfires in Australia and the debates and awareness of 
climate change, the theme is very timely and relevant.

Ten drag queens and ten transwomen from all over the country and overseas will represent their communities and cultures in this 
alternative beauty pageant, and will showcase their recycled, earth friendly and sustainable costumes and gowns to encourage and 
inspire people to live and be actively involved in saving and preserving mother nature.

This year’s contestants are also very diverse, and very aware of this current problem, and will be sharing their thoughts and ideas 
about the climate and environment issues.

The winners of the 2019 pageant are Miss Gay - Misty del Ray of Tasmania, and Miss Trans - Vienna Salvo of Victoria. Both will 
crown the new winners in 2020.

“Our pageant is about spreading awareness and acceptance of the Trans and LGBTQIA+ community, All of us should 
have the opportunity to use this platform to foster and promote a more positive, open minded and inclusive society … and 
I am so excited and happy about this year’s theme” says current Miss Trans Australia, Vienna Salvo, who went for her                                                                               
study trip in Asia. 

The Melbourne-based pageant for drag queens and transgender women, which started in 2009 by pageant founder Gayzha Davao, 
began within the Melbourne gay community and has since grown to include contestants, sponsors and supporters from a diverse 
background is now seen as the largest and most prestigious pageant of its kind in Australia. 

As a second time recipient of the Hobson's Bay Council 2019-2020 major event sponsorship, the pageant will be held on February 
1st at the Williamstown Town Hall as part of Melbourne’s Midsumma Festival. 

“We have had a wonderful 11 years of working to increase the visibility of, provide a voice for, and, promote inclusion, diversity and 
equality for the LGBTQIA+ community, and look forward to this year’s pageant with it’s very important theme.” said Ms Davao on 
the pageant’s growth. 
 
“Showgirls” will also be held monthly throughout 2020 as an event to showcase trans and gender diverse performers from many 
backgrounds and raise additional funds for the Pageant and their charities.

For further information about the pageant please visit their website on www.mgmtaus.com, facebook page, Instagram and youtube.   

MISS GAY & MISS TRANSSEXUAL AUSTRALIA INTERNATIONAL 2020 
February 1, 2020, 6pm to 10pm 

Williamstown Town Hall, 104 Ferguson Street, Williamstown 
TICKETS & ADMISSION: www.midsumma.org.au 



http://www.midsumma.org.au

